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T HE following little Treatiſe, it 
contains a clearer view of the admirable 


tion of France, than all which has been publiſhed 
in larger volumes. 1 


It * drawn up in this comprehenſive form, for 
the inſtruction of youth in France; and in this 
Land of Liberty, the publication of it in our own 
language, cannot be unacceptable. 


Nor, tho? a neighbour give advice, repine; 
But follow it, and make his wiſdom thine. 
| Porz's ILI Ap, B. ix. v. 136, 137. 
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| The Duties of Men and Citi 


echiſm 


e Cat 


CONTENT S. 


| Ci i ; 
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| The Declaration of the Rights of Men and 
The Fundamental Articles of the Conſtitution, 39 


The Prayer of a true Citizen, 


j 


ADVERTISEMEN T. 


1 8 little work is chiefly intended for 


the advantage of young people, that they 

may comprehend, in the eaſieſt manner, the 
principles on which our Conſtitution is founded. 
A chain of ideas preſented with clearneſs and 
preciſion, together with definitions the ſimpleſt 
and - beſt adapted to the capacities of youth, 


appeared to us neceſſary and proper to be 


ſet before them. We have taken our materials 


from the beſt ſources, and chiefly from the Feuille 


Villageo iſe of Mr. Cxxuri, whaſe excellent work 
is ſo analogous to our preſent undertaking, that 
we have drawn every poſſible 8 from it. 


The Public will beſt judge how far we have ſuc- 
ceeded in this Eſſay, which will, no doubt, ſtand 
in need of future corrections. We beg that thoſe 
who have any obſervations to communicate, will 


addreſs them to Mr. Nyon, jun.“: they will be 


received with gratitude, and due attention ſhall be 
paid to them in reviſing this work, ſo as to render 
it 8 8 pf the object to which it is devoted. 


* Bookſeller in Paris. 
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Tur PRINCIPLES OF THE CONSTITUTION Ann 
| TO THE alen OF YOUNG PEOPLE. 


FF N 


QuEsT1ON. W HAT 1s a ConsTiTuTION? 


laws. 
. What are 3 laws ? 


© The conſtituent laws which form a free 


government. 
Q. What do you underſtand by Government? 
A. The internal and external management of a 
nation : the external management comprehends 
all the concerns of the Nation with neighbouring 


or diſtant nations, friends or rivals; the internal 


management comprehends all the particulars con- 


cerning the public order of the State. In a word, 
government is the manner of directing or govern- 


ing a State, agreeable to certain rules, and certain 
eſtabliſhed and acknowleged forms. 


B | . How 


Sy 


ANSWER. The collection of the conſtitutional 
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. How many different kinds of Governments 
are there? | 


A. They have. hitherto been divided into three 


kinds; Monarchic, Ariftocratic, and Democratic. 


Q. What is Monarchic Government? 
A. Monarchic Government is that i in which the 


chief power is in the hands of one man. 


Q. What is Ariſtocratic Government? 
A. Ariſtecratic Government is that in which the 
chief power 1s in De . of the great, the noble, 


and the rich. 


. What is Democratic Government? 

A. Democratic Government is that in which the 
chief power is in the hands of the people. | 

Q. To what particular abuſes is each of theſe 
governments liable? 

A. As all power tends to enlarge itlelf, che 
Monarchic and Ariſtocratic generally lead to deſpo- 


tiſin; the Democratic, when carried to exceſs, leads 


to anarchy. 

Q. What is Deſpotiſin? 

A. Deſpotiſm is that ſtate of affairs, wherein he 
or they who govern have no law or rule of action, 
but their own will, their own whim, or their own 
intereſt. | 

Q. What is Anarchy? 

A. Anarchy is when the people at large, know- 


ing no law, no king, no magiſtrate, nor any power 


whatever, and | guided only by their own fury and 
impetuoſity, give themſelves up to every ſeditious 


— 


ih Q. What' 
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Q. What then is the beſt form of Government: 

A. That in which all the diſadvantages of thoſe 
we have mentioned are avoided, and all their ad- 
vantages united. Such is the Monarchy _ 
now exiſting in France. 


Q. What is the nature of this M onarchy ? 

A. This M onarchy conſiſts in the Nation herſelf 
being Sovereign, in a Legiſlative Body, and a Here- 

 ditary M onarch. The Repreſentatives of the Na- 
tion frame the laws agreeable to the inſtructions of 
the Nation herſelf, and the Monarch executes the 
laws according to the ſpirit, and in the preciſe 
form in which they were enacted. 

Q. What do * underſtand by the word 
NaTion? _. 

A. By the word Nariox we e all the 
Citizens taken individually, and living together in 
ſociety, kept within due bounds, and governed by 
laws which they have thought it their duty to pre- 
ſeribe to themſelves, by their own voices, or thoſe 
of their repreſentatives, for the * good of the 
whole. 

Q. Has the, Nation alone the right of ae 
laws : ? 
A. Yes, becauſe the e reſides only i in 
the NaT1on; and the NaTion only can delegate 
the different powers of which the ſovereignty i is 
compoſed. 
Q. What are the 4 e powers which flow 
from the Sovereignty ? 
A. Three; which are diſtin, Ginn, and 
* of each other: the LecisLATIyE 
B 2 power, 


14 J 

power, the ExgouTIVE power, and the Jovieray 
power. 

Q. What is the ee Power | FE 

A. The Right of MaKinG Laws, which we 
diſtinguiſh into conſtitutional, adminiſtrative, and 
judicial laws. 

Q. What is the Exzcurivz Power ? 


A. The Powx to enforce the zxzscvTION of 
the Laws of the kingdom, and the poſſeſſion of 
every means of ſuperintending their execution. 

What is the JupiclaL Fower, and wherein 
| 4 it conſiſt ? | 
uo 50 JUsT1CE to every Citizen, without 
| reſpect of perſons, in every tribunal, and agreeable 
to the forms eſtabliſhed by law. 


4 Q. What is the Law? 

: A. The Law is the only expreſſion of the pn TN 
will, and the ſupreme rule of all the particular 
powers. No one can Judge or be judged, none 
can obey or diſobey, but in virtue of the Law. 

Q. What do you underſtand by Conſtitutional 
Laws. 
A. Thoſe laws which conſtitute the eflential 
= foam of the Government, the collection or code of 
which is ſtyled THE ConsTrruTION. 


Q. What do you underſtand by ADMINISTRA- 
_Tive Laws? 

A. Thoſe which have reſpe& to the different 
branches of the Adminiſtration, the management 
of the finances, the levying of the contributions, the 
Formation of the en aſſemblies, and ſo forth. 
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Q. What do you underſtand by Jovrenar, 
Laws.: © - 

A. The JupiciaL Tad regulate ihe manners 
of doing juſtice in civil and criminal cauſes, the | 
number of the tribunals, and he exient of their 
juriſdiction, &c. 

Q. What difference do you make between the 
| conſtitutional and the regulating Laws? 

A. We call Conſtitutional Laws ſuch as cannot 
be altered without a total change in the nature of 
the Government: The Regulating Laws are ſuch 
as are calculated to direct the adminiſtration, and 
may be alteredFwith it. Conſtitutional Laws 
abide by principles; Regulating Laws depend 
upon circumſtances. 

Q. Why does not the Nation herſelf exerciſe 
her powers? Why is ſhe obliged to delegate them ? 

A. That would not be poſſible in an extenſive 
State, nor even in a ſmall one. To do ſo, the 
whole body of the people mult be continually col- 
lected together; they muſt throw up their own 
employments, and abandon their domeſtic con- 
cerns. Now, what would become of a count 
without arts and trades, and without families ? 
The Nation muſt therefore reſerve ber rights, and 
entruſt her powers. 

. To whom has the Nation entruſted the three 
powers which. flow from her ſovereignty ; 1 n | 
firſtly, the Legiſlative Power? 

A. The Legi/lative Power is entruſted to a cer- 
_ tain number of * who are elected 
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in the very body of the Nation with powers 
limited to a duration of two years, and who form 
what we call in France, ae NATIONAL As- 
SEMBLY\, | 

Q. And the Aukenitine Ne ? 

A. The Executive Power is entruſted to the 
ſupreme head of the NaTton, the Kinc, whoſe _ 
duty it is to watch over-the intereſts of the Nation 
at home and abroad, and the ſafety and tranquillity 
of the Citizens; and who, as chief agent, is in- 
veſted with ſupreme power to enforce the law, 
and has it alſo in charge to ee the ad- 


| miniſtratjon of juſtice. 


Q. And the Judicial Power? 

A. The Judicial Power is entruſted to men 
learned in the law, who are choſen by the Nation 
to determine differences which may ariſe among 


the Citizens. 


Q. What is it which limits the extent of thoſe 
different powers? | 

A. The Coxsriruriox, the perfection of which 
conſiſts in exactly marking the boundaries of the 
different powers, ſo that one may not encroach 
upon nor ſwallow up another, 


Q. What then is the beſt Conſtitution ? | 
A. That which is founded upon the Rights of 
Men and Citizens. | 
Q. What do you nn. by Rights of Men 
and. Citizens ? | 
A. The natural and 1 rights with : 
which every man is born, of which he can never 


„ 
be diveſted, which he himſelf cannot transfer, ſo 
as to deprive himſelf of them, on "uy pretence 
whatſoever. 
Q. Has Man always ed theſe rights | ? 
A. He has Ms. been too long Wende of 


them. 

Q. How, and 2 was he deprived of them? 
- A. By the fatal abuſe of the diviſion of the 
three Orders, the Clergy, the Nobility, and the Com. 
mon. The two former, always ſuperior in power 


in the times of barbarity and ignorance, have op- 


preſſed the Commons under the ** of their ty- 
rannical dominion. 

Q. What has at laſt opened our eyes? 
A. Philoſophy has enlightened the NaTion: 


and the Nation, by uniting herſelf, has n | 


her own place. 
Q. In what manner ? 


A. By reſtoring, in the firſt place, to Men and 


Citizens, the R1GHTs which they had loſt, and al- 
moſt forgotten. | 
Q. In what do theſe RicaTs or Men conſiſt ? 
A. In Liberty, Equality, Security, Tomy and 
Reſiſtance of Oppreſſion. 

Q. Wherein does LIBER Tx conſiſt ? 

A. In owing obedience to none but the us. 

. And Sgcukiry? 

b- In being liable to no puniſhment but by 

the laws, and for having broken the laws. 


Te Tiers Etat, the third Eſtate, the People, exceptin g 


Q. And 


the Nobles and Clergy. 
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Q. And Paorzarv: % | 
A. In not being ſubject to any taxation or dif: 


. poſſeſſion, but by the laws. 


1 And that EqQuaLiiTty, ſo much talked of ?. 
A. In being all equally treated by the law. 
Q. In what manner are we — treated 


by the law? 


A. By ſuffering the ſame penalties for the fame 
offences, by receiving, the ſame recompence for the 
ſame ſervices, and by a capacity of obtaining the 


fame employments with the ſame abilities. 


'Q. Is all the world then confounded, and are 


| all ranks put upon a level? 


A. By no means. Age, merit, fortune, the 
gifts of nature, ſuch as valour and genius, will al- 


ways diſtinguiſh their poſſeſſors; and as to places 


of employment, they are diſtinguiſhed by the 
greater or leſs importance, or the meaſure of 


power which is attached to them. 


Q. So then we are at the * time equal, and 
unequal. 


A. We are equal i in the eye of the Law, equal 


in Nature, equal in the ſight of the Deity : our 
inequality proceeds from riches, talents, dignities; 


and theſe advantages confer diſtinctions propor- 
tioned to their utilities. 


We reſpect the rich man, who makes a good uſe. 


of his wealth. 


We admire the man of genius, who . 
the public. - 


. We revere the man in office, who makes himſelf 
aſeful to 1 inferiors. 


Q. Then 


Ce 
Q. Then * are ſuperiors and Inferiors | ? 


A. Ves; ; according to their functions. The 


Mayor is, by his function, ſuperior to the other 


citizens of his community. The Biſhop is, by his 


function, ſuperior to the other clergy of his dio- 


ceſe. The Military Officer is, by his function, ſu- 
perior to the ſoldiers under his command. Out 


of their places, they have no command ; their ſu- 
periority being limited within the bounds of their 


functions. 


Q. Does that ſuperiority no way injure the real 
equality of mankind ? 


A. It can only hurt the vain, the jealous and 


the ſeditious. 
Qi. What is Reſiſtance of Oppreſſion? ö 
A. The right of taking arms againſt open vio- 


lence, or illegal and tyrannical conſtraint. 


Q. Is there no danger of confounding ds 
of oppreſſion with ſedlition? 


A. They are widely different, although many : 


people pretend to confound them. 

Reſiſtance of oppreſſion is the natural effort of a 
man who is —_— unjuſtly, to recover his li- 
berty. 
Sedition is reſiſtance of the oublic order of the 
law... © 
We reſiſt, we have a right to reſiſt, a * zit 
is even our duty. 

To refuſe obedience to the laws, is a crime; it 
is faction, ſedition, and rebellion. 
Qi. Pleaſe to give me a clear definition of theſe 
words 


5 Ly 
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A. The ; faltious man is he who forms a duni 
racy againſt the law. 
The /editious man is he who, dy force; opyalts 
the operation of the law. | 


The rebel is he who refuſes to ſubject a, to 
the law. | 


Q. Does, wen, TRUE Linzarv proceed from 


5 the laws? 


A. No 0 liberty can poſlibly exiſt, but what 
is derived from the laws. 


Q. But how ſhall we be affured imat the laws 
are good ? 

A. Thoſe laws muſt be good, which are calcu- 
lated for the general good of all the citizens, and 
enacted by themſelves. 


Q. But every citizen cannot have a voice in = 
making the law 


A. No: they cannot all perſonally afhit at the 
paſſing of the laws, nor at the execution of them: 
but they may be ſaid to be virtually preſent, by 

adopting the happy expedient of appointing their 
own Repreſeomatives, whom they entruſt with 
their powers. 

Q. Who are theſe Repreſentatives: ? | 

A. Firſt, the Kinc, who is the — the 
Lanny Repreſentative. 

Q. Why is he hereditary ? 

A. To avoid the civil wars which might be the 
conſequences of the election of a monarch, and 
becauſe experience proves that the intrigues of 


_ eleftion have not procured better * than the 
chance of birth. 


| Q Who 


1 * 1 


2. Who are the other repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple, after the King ? 

A. Thoſe whom they depute to the legiſlative 
body, and thoſe whom they chuſe for magiſtrates. 
Q. What are the Deputies to the N „ 
body? 

A. They are the Gee who, v we have aid, are 
elected by the free W N the N . to enact 
laws, and conſent to taxes. 

Q, What are the inſtructions which ſerve ; as a 
baſis for framing the laws? | 

A. The Cabiers *. 

Q. Are they obligatory ? 

A. Yes; as nffrultions; as warnings, and a 
vice, but not as orders. | . 

Q. Why not as orders? 

A. If the articles of the Cahiers were orders, the 
| laws would be already made before they come to 
be deliberated upon: there would be no agree- 
ment; every diſtrict would have its own lays : 
there would be an end of all union; the good of 
the public, the nation itſelf would be at an end. 
 _ Q. Cannot the people, at leaſt, reviſe the laws, 

and modify them to their pleaſure ?_ 

A. No: that would be an abſurdity, as both 
delegating and retaining their powers; it would 
be appointing arbiters, and ſuſpending them ; in 
ſhort, it would be having repreſentatives without 
being repreſented. 


Letters of U ction from the Conſtituents to their Re- 
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Q. What legilative power is there then 3 in we 


people? 


A. A legitimate ad reaſonable power ; : the 


only power conſiſtent with the nature of the peo- 


ple. They aſſemble with freedom in eſtabliſhed 
diviſions; they freely expreſs their deſires; they 
freely elect their delegates, and to them they _" 


- impart and reſign their power, 


Q. What is the duty of the people, after a * 
has been paſſed by the Aſſembly of their Repreſen- 
tatives, and ſanctioned by the King:? 

A. To obey it without repugnance. 


Q. What if the law appears to man to be un. 
Juſt ? 
A. They ought to obey it, but may remon- 


ſtrate. 


Q. Why muſt they firſt obey ? 


A. Becauſe, when once a law is paſſed, every 


ſubject is bound to obey it without delay. 


Q. To what N then, a remonfrance after- 
wards ? - 


A. Becauſe a law, which is found prejudicial, 
may be amended upon examination. 

Q. Is remonſtrance then a matter of right? 

A. Yes; a f/acred right, and a ſalutary reſource. 

Q. Are petitions and claims, when preſented 


according to rule, alſo matters of right? 


A. Yes; they are rights naturally due to ne- 
ceſſity and intereſt. 


Q. And if they are not granted by the eine 


96 —— 


0 1 A. They 


1 1 | 

A. They fall to the ground of courſe : there 
would be otherways no end of fun applica- 
tions. 


Q. What would be the ſtate of a ſociety, 


every citizen of which Pays due attention to the 
laws? 


A. An earthly paradiſe. Every one would be 
Happy, as being free, upright, n rich by his 12 71 
perty, or his induſtry. 


Q. Then every one ought to conform to the 
Condtitution 3 ? 


A. Yes; as to a cob e He 


ought, moreover, to perſuade others to do the 
ſame, by his example, his converſation, and his 
writings. 


Q. Are the LEOIsLATIVE Bopy, and the . 
TIONAL ASSEMBLY, one and the ſame ? 

A. Every Legiſlative Body ſhould be a National 
Aſſembly; but the latter name is appropriated to 
the preſent Aſſembly, as they only have the charge 
of founding the ConsTITUTION, 

Qi. Then ſucceeding Legiſlatures will have no 
right to appoint a new Conſtitution ? 


A. None at all : for if every new Legiſlative 


Body were to give us a new Conſtitution, we 
| ſhould have innumerable Conſtitutions, and not 


one good one. 


Q. Wherein conſiſts the duty of the Legiſla- 
ture? 


A. Being the Deputies of the Nation, they are 


to deliberate together on the public concerns, to 
enact 
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enact juſt laws, agreeable to thoſe of the Conſtitu- 


tion; to vote, and regulate the taxes; to decide, 


in conjunction with the King, on peace or war, 


treaties of commerce, and political alliances; to 
watch the conduct of thoſe who are entruſted with 
the executive power; to obſerve if they obey the 


laws, and enforce the obedience of them. Such 


are the duties of the A Ws the term 
of their Legiſlature *. 


Q. How long is each Legiſlature to continue! ? 
A. Two years. 
Q. Has every Member of the Legiſlature the 


| liberty of offering and ſupporting his own opinion? 


A. Undoubtedly. The perfection of the law 
depends upon the freedom of voting. 


Q. When a law is paſſed, can the Legiſlator | 


who diſapproves of it, proteſt againſt it? 

A. No: He muſt ſubmit to the general de- 
ciſion. 

Q. What do you call the general deciſion * 7 

A. That which is ſettled by the monty of 
votes. 

Q. And why not all the votes ? 

A. An univerſal agreement of the Members ſo 
very ſeldom happens, that all enlightened nations 
reckon a plurality of voices ſufficient. It is con- 
ſidered as the general wiſh of the ity en 
that of the greateſt anner. 


* Legiſlature is here 1 to our word Parliament, 
when applied to duration of time, as we e ſay, che lirſt, ſecond, 
or third Parliament. 

. Has 


. 7 


„ 
Q. Has every decree iſſued by the Legiſlature 


the force of a law? 


A. Yes; 3 if the King accepts and fanQions 
them. 


What is the King” s acceptance? 


A. It is the aſſent which the King has given to 


the decrees, on which the conſtitutional laws are 
founded. 


Q. What i is the King's fanQtion ? 


A. The aſſent which the King gives to. decrees, | 


and the engagement he enters into to ſee to the 
execution of them. 


Q. Wherefore that acceptance and e * 


the King ? 
A. It being the duty of the King to obey and 


maintain the law, he ought in his heart to ap- 
prove of it; otherways he muſt act againſt his con- 


ſcience: a King who is a ſlave, will take the firſt 


opportunity of breaking his chains. 


Q. Suppoſe he diſapproves of a decree, . it 


become uſeleſs? 
A. It would not be uſeleſs, iow: would be ſuſ- 


pended. 

Q. How long muſt the PIETY continue ? 

A. During the term of two Legiſlatures. If a 
third Legiſlature confirms the decree, the King is 
obliged to give his ſanQion, and it then becomes 
law. Thus, both the Nation and the King have 
ſufficient time to inform themſelves. Thus the 
people are guarded againſt ſuffering by a bad law 
from the error of their Repreſentatives, and alſo 


2 againſt 


A 


453 
againſt being deprived of a good law by the ob. 
ſtinate refuſal of the Monarch. 
. What is this ſuſpenſion called ? 5 

A. The power of ſuſpenſion granted to the King, 

is called the ſuſpenſive Veto. 

Q. What means the ſuſpenſive Veto? 

A. Veto is a Latin word, ſignifying, I oppoſe, 
or forbid. So the ſuſpenſive Veto is the power of 
oppoſing a wy and e the effect of it for 
a time. 

Q. Would it not be better to make a trial of the 
law, and a& agreeable to experience ? 

A. We might buy that experience too dear : 

a bad law might at once overturn the State. 
Qi. But then the King can alſo put a op to the 
moſt ſalutary law? 

A. Les; when the advantages of it are Joubs- ; 
ful: If they are obvious, the King will be very 
cautious of ſetting himſelf againſt the wiſh of the 
public; he would, by ſuch a meaſure, very much 
endanger his authority. 

Q. Has he then a ſhare 1 in making the EW 

A, No; but without him they cannot be made. 

Q. Why ſo? 

A. The Nation has choſen for her Cenſor, the 
firſt of her Citizens, who has the largeſt intereſt in 
the general welfare, who is at the center of the 
Adminiſtration, and who having the experience of 
the paſt, ought to foreſee what is to come. This 
Citizen is the Monarch. 


Q. What is the pc deſinition of a Mo- 
NARCH? 


A. The 


E 


A. The Head of the Government, whom the 
CoNsrrrur io has entruſted with the executive 
power. 

Q. Why has he not alſo the Legi/lative ni ? 

A. Becauſe he would then be a Deſpot. 

Q. Why has not the National Aſſembly the 

Executive Power ? 
A. Becauſe it would be deſpotic itſelf, The 
Nation, unwilling to be under the deſpotiſm of 
any one man, or body of men, has wiſely divided 
her powers. She has appointed the Legiſlative 
Body to repreſent the will of the Community, and 
the Monarch to repreſent the Public Strength ? 

Q. What is the Public Strength ? 

A. It confiſts in the forces of the kingdom, the 
Army and Navy, of which the King is Supreme 
Commander. 

Q. Can he employ theſe forces nn the Na- 
tion, or againſt the Law ? 

A. No; he can only employ them for their de- 
fence. The Army have ſworn obedience to the 
Nariox, the Law, and the Kinc. The King, 
for his part, has ſworn to defend the NAT1oN, and 
the Law. Theſe oaths are a check upon the Exe- 
cutive Power. 

Q. Has not the Executive Power the diſpoſal of 
Peace, War, and Treaties? | 

A. Yes; but conjuutly with the Legiſlative 

Body. 
Q. ls the King abſolute maſter of the choice of. 
Miniſters of the Executive Power? 


1 A. Yevs 


-T 
. Yes; becauſe he muſt Pg confidence in 
thim. 


Q. And ſuppoſe theſe Miniſters 1170 not the 
confidence of the Public? 
A. The popular clamor would compel the Mo- 


narch to diſmiſs Miniſters, who can be of no ſer- 
vice after they become odious to the Public. 


Q. And ſuppoſe they have done amiſs ? 

A. They muſt be reſponſible for it. 

Q. What is the meaning of reſponſible ? 

A. It means that they may be tried and apr 


. 


Q. Cannot they eſcape puniſhment by chicane 
and addreſs ! 


A. The Law of Reſponſibility, like all other 


human laws, may ſometimes be evaded. However, 


Miniſters, beſides being liable to be called to an 
account by the Law, have the eye of the Public 


continually prying into their conduct. 


Q. Is the King alſo reſponſible? 
A. No more than the Nation, whoſe inviolable 


repreſentative he is. As he acts by his Miniſters, 


he is held in reſpect. Thus the dignity of the 
throne remains unimpaired, but the crimes of au- 
thority are chaſtiſed. 

Q. By whom ſhall Miniſters be tried? 

A. By the High National Court. 


Q. What is the Hicn NaTionar Couxr? 


A. The tribunal for the trial of crimes of Leſe- 
nation. | | 
Q. What is the crime of Leſe-nation ? 

A. That 


LM. 
A. That which injures the whole nation: for 
example, endangering the Conſtitution ; conſpir- 
ing againſt the Liberty of the Public; attempting 
the life of the King, who 1s the head of the coun- 
try ; correſponding with the enemies of the State. 
"Theſe are crimes of Leſe- nation: while, killing a 
man, or burning a houſe, which are indeed hor- 


rible crimes, becauſe they affect only individuals, 


are to be tried by the ordinary tribunals. 

Q. What are the ordinary tribunals ? 

A. Courts held by the Judges, who are nominated 
by the Electors in each diſtrict, and by the 482 
of the Peace in each canton. 

Q. What are their functions? 


A. The functions of the Judges of the diſtricts 


are to try all cauſes between the citizens, and to 


paſs ſentence according to law, upon thoſe whom 


the Juries have pronounced guilty. 5 
Q. What are JuxlESs? | 

A. Citizens choſen and appointed to examine 
the truth or falſehood of accuſations, and to de- 
cide if the accuſed are guilty or not. 

Q. What are the Juſtices of the Peace? 

A. They are men choſen by the good opinion 
of their fellow- citizens, to prevent and make up 
differences in their cantons, and to oy ſuch as are 
within their competence. 


Q. What means the word Competence: ? 


A. It ſignifies that portion of authority and 


extent of juriſdiction aſſigned to each tribunal. 
Q. And ſuppoſe any tribunal go beyond its 


competence, or judge wrongfully ? 
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Ca 
A. An appeal may be made to the Couar or 


CASsATION *, which will amend or reverſe ſuch 
deciſions as are contrary to law. 


Q. Are matters -concerning the police within 
the juriſdiction of the Tribunals ? 
A. No; they belong to the Municipalities, who 


have the ere of preſerving tranquillity in their 


territories. 


Q. And if the public tranquillity is infringed 5 
evil-minded perſons, what is the duty of the Muni- 


cipal Officers ? 


A. To bring thoſe evil-minded perſons to rea- 


| ſon. w 


Q. Andif they will not hearken to reaſon? | 
A. They are then guilty of ſedition, and Martial 


Law will be publiſhed. 


Q. What is MagTiIaL Law? 
A. When the Red Flag is diſplayed ; when the 


ollen has d, Lt ol! good Civ: 


zent withdraw! all who remain after that, are 
rebels againſt the law, and if they are killed, no 


one will be called to an account for it. 


Q. How are the Munx1cieaLiTtits compoſed ? 

A. They conſiſt of a Mayor, the Municipal Of- 
ficers, a Solicitor for the community+4, and a Coun- 
cil General of the Notables. 

Q. How is the Municipality organiſed ? 

A. It is divided into four principal parts; viz. 


The Board ||, the Municipal Council, the Muni- 


* Annulling, repealing, or abrogation. 
+ Procureur de la Commune. Fr. | Bureau. Fr. 


4 "= nn 


[ - | 


cipal Corps, and the Council _ of the Com- 5 


munity. 


Q. What is the an of A eee in 


the Board of Municipality of Paris? . 
A. They are ſixteen, that number being the 


chird part of the forty-cight principal Municipal 


Officers. _ 
Q. What is the number of the M unicipal 


Council? 
A. It conſiſts of thirty-two. 
Q. What is the number of the Municipal Corps? 
A. It is compoſed of the fixteen Adminiſtra- 
- tors, and the thirty-two Members of the Council. 


Q. Of what number does the Council General f | 


the Community conſiſt ? 
A. It conſiſts of all the perſons * e 


the Corps of the Municipality, to the number 
one hundred and forty-eight, united; to wit, the | 


Mayor, ſixteen Adminiſtrators, thirty-two Mem- 
bers of the Council, ninety-ſix Notables, the So- 
licitor of the Community, and two Subſtitute 
Aſſiſtants. 
Q. What are the functions of the Nane ? | 
A. The Adminiſtrators, to the number of fix- 
teen, united under the name of the Board, have 


the charge of the whole adminiſtration of the 


community, which is divided into five Depart- 
ments, VIZ. _ 
The 8 of Subliſtence, | 
2. That of the Police, | 
3. That of the Domains and Pas 


4. That 25 
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„ TO. 
4. That of the Public Eſtabliſhments, 
and, 5. That of the Public Works. 
Q. What are the functions of the Municipal 
Council? 
A. The Council, which muſt confiſt of thirty» 
two, meet every fifteenth day, or oftner, and be- 


their buſineſs by examining the accompts of 
the Boards of the ſeveral Departments. 


Q. What are the functions of the M unicipal 


Corps? 


A. The Municipal Corps, compoſed, as we have 
already obſerved, of the Members of the Board 
and the Council united, to the number of forty- 


eight, adjuſt whatever differences may ariſe be- 


tween the ſeveral Departments, reſpecting their 
functions and prerogatives. They draw up the 
Particular ſtatutes of the Departments, and the 


"Fegulations of the ſeveral parts of the Municipality. 


Q. What are the functions of the Council General 


" of the Community? 


A. To deliberate upon all affairs concerning 
the Municipality ; to wit, thoſe of the Board, of 
the Municipal Council, and of the Municipal 
Corps. This Council, conſiſting of the forty-eight 
Members of the Municipality, have the admini- 


{tration of the public ſtock, revenues, impoſts, 


loans, works, &c. and to ſue for, and recover the 
debts due to the Community. 


Q. What are the other functions of the Council - | 
General of the Community ? 


A. To 


| [ 23 i 

A. To join with the Municipal Officers apr 
affairs of importance, in order to deliberate with 
them upon the intereſt of the Community. 

Q. What are the functions of the Mavox? 

A. He preſides in the deliberations of the Mu- 
nicipal Aſſembly. 

Q. What are the functions of the SOLICITOR 
FOR THE CoMMUNITY? ' 

A. To watch over the intereſt of the Ces 
ty; to give notice of all things which require de- 


liberation, and to carry into execution the reſult 
of the deliberation. 


Q. And if the affairs of the Commynity are not 55 


well ordered, to whom is the recourſe ? 

A. To the Aſſemblies of the DiſtriQs, or their 
Board of Directors. 

Q. How are the Aſſemblies of the 
compoſedꝰ 

A. Of a Preſident, twelve Adminiſtracrs and. 
a Procureur-Syndic. 

Q. What are the functions of the Preſident and 
the Procureur-Syndic ? _ 
A. The ſame in their diſtri&, as thoſe of the Pre- 
ſidgnt and Solicitor of the Community for all the 

conſtituent body. 

Q. What are the functions of the Adminiſtrative 
Aſſemblies of the Diſtricts? | 

A. To attend to the faithful i ak 
the public funds, the ceconomy of the public ex- 
pences, the management of the funds of charity 


30 Directoire. Fr. bs 
Work- 


1 2 1 


workhouſcs, and, in an eſpecial manner, to the 


_ equal aſſeſſment of the taxes. 


Q. If any one thinks himſelf aggrieved by the 
aſſeſſment of taxes, to whom muſt he apply for 
redreſs ? | | 
A. To the Adminiſtrations of the Departments. 

Q. What are their functions? 

A. The ſame throughout the whole depart- 


ment, as. thoſe of the Adminiſtration of the Dif- 
| bas in their diſtricts. 


How are the ASSEMBLIES OF THE Drrakr- 
MENTS compoſed ? 
A. They conſiſt of thirty-ſix Ae « 
Preſident, or a Procureur-General-Syndic, whoſe 
duties are the ſame over all the department, as 


thoſe of the Preſident and Procureur-Syndic af 
the Aſſembly are for the diſtrict. 


Q. Who acts for the Adminiſtrators of the 
Departments and the Diſtricts during the vacations 
of their ſeſſions ? | 

A. The Board of Directors. 

Q. What is the Board or DIR EC Tonks? 

A. A meeting of certain members of the Ad- 
miniſtrations of the departments or diſtricts, chqſen 
and appointed to fit the whole year, for the di- 
rection of affairs within their territories, during 
the vacation of the Aſſemblies. There are four 
appointed for each diſtrict, and eight for each de- 
A | 
Q. What are the functions of the Board th Di- 


rectors? 


* 


A. To 


LC 25 J 


A. To execute the deciſions of the Admini- 


ſtrative Aſſemblies; and in caſes of emergency, to 


decide proviſionally. 
Q. What means the word proviſionally : 5 
A. A matter which is decided proviſionally, is 
to remain ſo till it is confirmed by thoſe who have 
the right to decide finally, and on condition that 
it ſhall be ſo confirmed. 
Q. By whom are the Adminiſtrators of the De- 
partments and Diſtricts choſen? 
A. By the Electoral Aſſembly, or the leder 
of each Department? 7 
Q. What is the duty of an Eleftor 1 ? | 
A. His duty i is great and important, for he is 
reſponſible in his ſoul and conſcience for his 125 
or bad choice. 


Q. Whois the moſt proper Citizen to be defied? 25 


A. Firſt, a man of good reputation; next, a 
man of knowledge and integrity. 


Q. Who is the moſt improper Citizen to be | 


elected? 5 
A. He who 4 for the election. 
Q. What are the functions of the ELREC Tos! 7 


A. To elect all the public officers, to wit, the 
Deputies to the Legiſlative Corps, thoſe who are 
to compoſe the High National Court, and the 


Court of Caſſation, the Adminiſtrators, the Judges, 


the Pariſn Miniſters “, and the Biſhops. 


E _ © Q. Why 


Les Cures, they who have the care or cure of the fouls 
of their pariſſioners. The werd has been frequently tranſlated 
| Car ates, 


26 J 


Q. Why are not the Municipal Officers alſo 
choſen by the Electoral Aſſemb ly? 


A. As their authority is limited to their own 
territory, it is proper that they be choſen by their 
Fi own community. 

L Qi. Yet the Pariſh Miniſter, whoſe ende 
= reaches not beyond his own pariſh, is choſen by 
iS the Electoral Aſſembly of the whole Diſtri& ? 


A. As the Biſhops will henceforth be choſen 
from among the Pariſh Miniſters, it is reaſonable 
that they ſhould be choſen by the Electoral! 
Aſſembly. 

3 Q. Of whom is the 1 Aar 
3 compoſed? a 

A. Of Eligible Gidzens; ; that is to ſay, of all 
| who pay a contribution of ten livres, choſen by - 
the Primary Aſſemblies, at the rate of one for 
every hundred Active Citizens. 


Q. What do you mean by a PRIMARY As$EM- 
BLY ? 
A. An Aﬀembly of hs whole Active Citizens | 
of a Canton, met in the principal, place of the 


Canton, 

Q. What is an Active Citizen? 

A. He who pays a contribution, eſtimated at 
the value of three days labour. 

Q. Why muſt he pay a contribution to con- 
ſtitute him an Active Citizen ? 


ds. 
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| Curates, which conveys to us a very inadequate idea of its 
; | A. Every 


1 


ca Every one who contributes to the public 
ſtock, ought to have an influence upon it, in pre- 
ference to him who contributes nothing : He is 


alſo more intereſted in the defence of the Common» 
wealth. | i 


Q. How many kinds of Contributions hee 4 
A. Two; direct, and indirect. 5 | 
Q. What! is the direct Contribution? 

A. The tax laid upon property, and the capita- 
tion tax. 
Q. What is the indirect Connibricn ? 


A. The tax laid upon conſumption, or 95 
viſions, or luxuries. 


Q. Why tax the Conſumers ? ? 
A. To eaſe the burthen of the Cultivators; 


Q. How ought the' Taxes to be proportioned 3 


A. In the moſt equal manner; that is to ſay, 
in proportion to the abilities of thoſe who pay 


them. Such a proportion is in this _ the only 
natural equality. 


% 


Q. What is the difference 8 a Tax and 
a Contribution? 


A. Tax implies an extraneous compulſion, which 
is a conſtraint upon the will. On the other hand, 
the word Contribution, more congenial to the 
principles of Liberty, implies that men take 
upon them the payment, of their own free 
will. 

Q. Why then were e there formerly rich 3 
ho yo leſs in proportion than the poor? 


"i | A. It 
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A. It proceeded from an abuſe called privilege, 
which the National Aſſembly have aboliſhed. 


2. Is he very culpable who fails to pay his yoo+ 
portion of the Contribution? 
A. He robs his country. 


Q. What is s he who carries on a | contraband 


eras ? 


A. A defrauder of the nation. | 
Q. Ought we to pay tithes, quit. rents, rents, 


and champarts *, which the holders of lands have 
- reckoned upon in their purchaſes ? 


A. The National Aſſembly have continued the 
quit-rents, the rents, the champarts, and the 
tithes, which are called impropriated, with per- 
miſſion to redeem them. Until the redemption is 
made, whoever refuſes to pay them, acts contrary 


to probity and the laws. 
Q. And the tithes which uſed to be paid to the 


: Clergy ? 


A. It is very juſt that the city have a main- 
tenance; but as the tithes. were found to be an 


exceſſive grievance, the National Aſſembly has 


ſuppreſſed them, and ſettled competent ſalaries 
upon the Clergy. 


Q. And the mort-maine, bannalities, Peages, 
and corvees+? 
. Aboliſhed 


1 Champarts, or field-rents, are certain duties and rights 
reſerved by the Lords of the ſoil, and the n when 
they ſold lands, or granted leaſes. | 


+ Mort-maines are ſufficiently known. 


Bannalities, 


L 29 J 

A. Aboliſhed without reſerve, annihilated with- 
out any exception: ſo are all unjuſt diſtinctions; ſo 
are all haughty titles; fo are all deſtructive privi- 
leges. | — 
Q. And the privileges of particular provinces? 
A. Their patriotic ſpirit renounced them at once, 
and the National Aſſembly have found them ready 
to conform to the general laws. They have done 
more. By an arrangement of the moſt conſummate 
wiſdom and utility, they have divided all the 
hitherto unequal provinces into eighty- three de- 
partments, nearly of equal extent. | 
Q. To- what puryole is this equalizing 0 of the 


provinces ? 


A. In order to facilitate that equal ali.” 
tion of juſtice which 1s the ee of a 
free government. 


Q. Are liberty and regularity FR? inſeparable? * 


A. Woe to the people who ſhall attempt to put 
them aſunder ! 


Q. What would be the conſequence ? 

A. Their emancipation from ſlavery, would only 
plunge them into anarchy ; their recovery from 
anarchy, would ſink them deeper in ſlavery. 


Q. The Law is then t to be ene as a benefi- 
cent Divinity ? 


Bannalities, 1 payable to the lord of the manor, reſtric- 
tions of grinding corn at his mills, and ſuch like, 
Peages,impolts upon produce brought within certain territories. 
Corvees, was the labour due by the vaſſal to his lord, for a 
certain number of days, It is not yet entirely aboliſhed in Britain. 
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A. It makes the cities to proſper, and the country i 


to flouriſh. 


Q. What has produced the Revolution? ? 
AK. LIBERTY oF THINKING, and the LIBER Tv 
or THE PREsS; and THEY alone can maintain the 
Conſtitution. | 

Q. What are the juſt boundaries ol berry FE 
- A. To be maſters of our own 6 without 


Injury to our neighbours. 


Q. In what FOR may our hor be hurt 


oY] 


A. In his honour, by calumniating diſcourſe ; 
in his property, by diſhoneſty ; in his perſon, by 
violence ; in his life, by murder. | 

Q. What muſt we think of the freedom of our 

writing ? ? | 

A. Books are e only words printed, and they 


_ ought to be as free as them; provided always, that 


they contain nothing immoral, or injurious to any 
perſon. | 

Q. And the freedom of epiſtolary correſpon- 
dence? 

A. The ſeal of every letter ought to be reſpected 
as the Great Seal of the State. He who breaks it 
is an infamous traitor. . 

Q. And freedom of opinion ? 

A. The Conſtitution allows the free communi- 
cation of opinions, and ſays, that ſuch communica- 
tion is one of the moſt precious Rights of Man. 

Q. Is the fame freedom allowed in religious 


opinions ? 


A. The 


L 31 ] 3 

A. The Conſtitution ſays, that zo one ſhall be 
troubled even for his religious opinions. 
Q. Why the word even ? = 

A. To condemn more forcibly all intolerants, 

all perſecutors, all inquiſitors, who pretend to 


abridge religious opinions of . that freedom to 
which all opinion is entitled *. 


Q. Can my neighbour's opinion, then, 4 me 
no harm? 
A. None, if he leaves your's at liberty? 


Q. Freedom of thought is chen a matter of the 
utmoſt importance? 


A. HE WHO ENIO VS NOT FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 
IS A SLAVE, THOUGH UPON A THRONE, HE WHO 
ENJOYS IT, 1s A FREE Max, THOUGH IN A DUN- 
GEON. 


Q. Why then OR the Rights of . Man e 
ſo long unknown, and unaſſerted? 


A. Becauſe the people could not read ; they could 
acquire no knowledge of themſelves, and ſuffered 
themſelves to be led aſtray by others. 


Q. What then is the moſt eſſential ſervice which 
men can do to their children ? 


 * Divine Service has been publicly performed in Paris, ac- 
cording to the rites of the Proteſtant Churches. The preacher, 
in his firſc ſermon, with laudable gratitude, recommended to his 
hearers, ſubmiſhon to the Government which gave them the 
liberty of aſſembling together to worſhip God — to the 
dictates of their own conſciences. 
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A. To give them inſtruction, and to teach them 
to examine freely for themſelves whatever is told 
them, before they yield an aſſent to it. 


For mankind have been too long deceived, to 
their very great detrument. 


The End of the Catechiſm of the Conſtitution, 


' 5 
DECLARATION 
OF THE 


RIGHTS or MEN anp CITIZENS. 


PREAMBLE. 

THE Repreſentatives of the French people, 
conſtituted in a National Aſſembly, conſidering, 
that ignorance, forgetfulneſs, neglect, or contempt 
of the Rights of Mankind, are the only cauſes of 
public misfortunes, and of the corruptions of 
Government, have reſolved to ſhew forth, by a 
ſolemn Declaration, the natural, unalienable, and 
ſacred Rights of Man; to the end that this Decla- 
ration, being conſtantly in the ſight of every mem- 
ber of the ſociety, may continually remind him of 
his rights, and of his duties; and that the acts of 
the legiſlative and executive powers, being at all 
times ſubject to a compariſon with the end of every 
political inſtitution, may thence be the more re- 
ſpected; and that the claims of the citizens, 
founded henceforth upon ſimple and inconięſtible 
principles, may turn at all times to the ſupport of 
the Conſtitution, and to the happineſs of the whole. 


F yo | Therefore, 


E 


Therefore, the National Aſſembly, in the pre- 
ſence and under the direction of the SurPREME 
BEIN, recognizes and declares the following 
RicnTs oH MEN AND CITIZENS: 


ARTICLE FIRST. 
ALL men are born and continue free and equal 
in rights. The diſtinctions in ſociety can only be 
founded upon the general utility. 


1 SECOND. 
Tux end of every political aſſociation is the pre- 


ſervation of the natural and inpreſcriptible Rights of 


Man; theſe Rights are Liberty, Property, . 
and Ref; Nane of Oppreſſion. 


TiairD. 
Tas principle of all ſovereignty reſides eſſentially 
in the Nation, No body of men, no individual, 
can exerciſe any authority, but what expreſsly 


flows from the Nation. 


FovurTa. 

LiBzRTy conſiſts in being able to do every thing 
but what is injurious to others. Thus the only 
bounds ſet to the exerciſe of the natural rights of 
each'man, are thoſe which aſſure to the other mem- 
bers of the ſociety, the enjoyment of theſe ſame 


rights. Theſe bounds can only be determined by 


4 | . FirT#a. 


E 


Fir rx. 


Tur Law has only the right to prokiblt actions 
injurious to ſociety. No one can be hindered from 
doing what is not prohibited by the Law; and no 
one can be compelled to do what the Law does not 
command. | 


r 

- Tax Law is the expreſſion of the general will. 
Every Citizen has a right to aſſiſt in perſon, or 
by his repreſentative, at the formation of the 
Law. It muſt be uniformly equal to all perſons, 
whether in protection, or in puniſhment. All the 
Citizens being equal in the eye of the Law, are 
equally eligible to dignities, places, and employ- 
ments in the ſervice of the Public, according to 
their capacities, and without any other diſtinctions | 
than thoſe of virtue and talents. 


SEVENTH; 


No man can be accuſed, arreſted, or confined, 
but in caſes determined, and according to the forms 
preſcribed by the Law. Whoever ſolicits, diſ- 
patches, executes, or procures the execution of 
arbitrary orders, ought to be puniſhed : but every 
Citizen who is ſummoned or arreſted by virtue 


of the Law, _— inſtantly to obey :—reſiſtance is 
criminal, 


F16HTH, 
Taz Law ought only to appoint ſuch 3 
ments as are abſolutely and evidently neceſſary. 
F 2 No 


363 


No one can be puniſhed but by virtue of a Law 


eſtabliſhed and promulgated prior to the offence, 
and duly adminiſtered. 


 NinTH. 

Evn xy Man being preſumed i innocent till he is 
pronounced guilty, if it is found indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary to arreſt him, any rigour beyond what 
is neceſſary for the detention of his perſon, ought 
to be ſtrictly prohibited by the Law. 


"TENT. | 
No one ought to be moleſted for his opinions, 
even in matters of religion, provided that his 


avowal of them does not interrupt the public order | 
2 by Law. 


ELEVENTH. 

Taz free communication of thoughts and opini- 
ons is one of the moſt precious Rights of Man. 
Every Citizen then ought to ſpeak, write, and 
publiſh freely; only to be anſwerable for the abuſe 
of that liberty, in caſes determined by the Law. 


TwELFTH. | 
A publie force is neceſſary for the protection of 
the Rights of Men and Citizens. This force is 
eſtabliſhed for the general good, and not for the 
private advantage of thoſe to whom it is entruſted. 


| THIRTEENTH. | 
A general contribution is indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
for the ſubſiſtence of the public force, and the ex- 
pences 


1 


pences of adminiſtration : it ought to be equitably 


aſſeſſed upon all the n in Cathryn to 


their abilities. 


e | | 
Taz Citizens have a right to enquire into the 
neceſlity of the public contributions, by themſelves 


or their repreſentatives ; 'to conſent to them freely ; 


to take account of the application of them; and to 


1 


determine the amount, the aſſeſſment, the levying, 
and duration of them. 


 FirTEENTH. 


THe forlety has a right to call every ſervant of 
the public to an account for his adminiſtration. 
SIXTEENTH. 1 
Exxv ſociety in which the guarantee of rights 
is not well ſecured, and the ſeparate diſtribution 


of its powers determined, is deftituts of a conſti- 
tution. 


SEVENTEENTH. 


. PROPERTY being a ſacred and inviolable right, 
no one can be deprived of it, unleſs when the 
neceſſity of the public, legally inveſtigated, evi- 
dently requires it; and then on condition of an 
equitable and previous indemnity. 


„ 


THE FORM OF THE CIVIC OATH. 

I sweAR to be faithful to the Nariox, the Law, 
and the KING“ and to maintain with all my power 
the ConsTITUTION eſtabliſhed by the National 
Aſſembly, and accepted by the King. 


2 


i 


THE MORE ENLIGHTENED MEN ARE, THE MORE 
CHEARFULLY THEY SUBMIT TO THE LAWS. 


See the Motto of the Title-page. 
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THE. 
FUNDAMENTAL ARTICLES 
OF THE 


CONSTITUTION. 


Fixsr. 


EVERY power flows eſſentially from the Na- 
tion, and can flow from no other ſource. 


SxcoND. 
The French government is monarchic. There 
is no authority in France ſuperior to the Law; by | 


the Law anly, the King reigns; and he can require 
| obedience, only by virtue of the Laws. 


THIRD. 


The National Aſſembly has acknowledged. and 
declared, as fundamental points of the Monarchy, 
that the Perſon of the King is ſacred and inviola- 
ble, that the Throne is :ndivifible, that the Crown 

; : *.. 2 8 


1 e „ 
is hereditary to the heirs- male, in the order of 
primogeniture in the reigning Family, to the ab- 
ſolute and perpetual excluſion of women, and 


their deſcendants—nevertheleſs without prejudice 
to the e of renunciations. 
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| 5 Foua rx. 
| The National Aſſembly ſhall be permanent. 
| F Fir TH. 
1 | The National Aſſembly ſhall conſtitute only o one 
8 houſe. 
| 1 1 _— S1xTH. £27 | 
; The duration of each Legiſlature ſhall be two 
years. 
| SEVENTH. 
There ſhall be a total renewal of the Members 
of each Legiſlature. 
ErcHTH. Te 


The legiſlative power reſides in the National 
Aſſembly, who ſhall exercile .it in the following 
manner: : 


NINTH. 


| Nis TR. | 


No Att of the Legiflativ Body can * Fs ITY 


as Law, unleſs it is enacted by the Repreſentatives, 


of the Nation, choſen freely and legally, and * 


ſanQtioned by the Monarch. ; 


Turn. 


o * 


The King may refuſe his aflent to the As of the 
Legiſlative Body. | 


ELEVENTH. 


In caſe the King refuſes his aſſent, his refuſal 


al * only as a ſuſpenſion. 


The King 8 ſufpenſion = ah ceaſe, if 0 Law is 


approved by two Legiſlatures after that which pro- 
poſed it. 


Tainrizaru. 


The King may recommend to the National Al. 


ſembly, any ſubject for their conſideration ; but the 


propoling of Laws belongs to the Repreſentative | 


of the N ation excluſively. = 
G Es The 


— — ER noms Do non — — —— 
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The creation, or ſuppreſſion of offices, can only 
take place in conſequenge of an AQ of the Legiſla« 
tie * fariftioned by the King. 


* 
\ 


EE 5 
No tax or contribution in money, or in kind, 
can be levied ; no loan can be negociated directly, 
or indirectly; except by an expreſs Decree of the Af- 
_ ſembly of the 9 of the Nation. TIDES! 


ben 


The Supreme Executive Power reſides in the 
hands of the RO only. I | 


| SEVENTEENTH, 


The Executive Power can make no Laws, not 
even proviſionally ; 3 but may iſſue proclamations 


agreeable to the Laws, to ein, or cal to mind, 
the obſervation of them. 


E1GHTEENTH, 


The Miniſters, and other Agents of the Execu- 
tive Power, are reſponſible for the application af 
the Funds of their Departments, as well as for every 
infraction they may commit upon the Laws, not- 
* we orders that they may receive; 

but 


1 


but no order of the King can be executed, till it 
is ſigned by his Majeſty, and counter-ſigned by a 

Secretary of State, or the Chief Magiſtrate * of 
— 
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Nnurtzrrn. 


The Judicial pon can in no en be exer- 
ciſed by the King, nor by the Legiſlative Body ; 
but juſtice ſhall be diſpenſed in the name” of the 


King, ſolely by the tribunals 'eftabliſhed by Law, 


purſuant to the principles of the Conſtitution, and 


according to the forms determined by the Law. 
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RIGHTS or MEN anp CITIZENS. 


\ 
* 7 


if ALL Men have 1 Rights 


e aan 
rity, Property, and Reſiſtance of Oppreſſion. 


Liberty is the Right of ſaying, writing, as 
doing whatever we pleaſe, without nee our 
Neighbour, the State, or ourſelves. 


Security is the Right of * a by the 
public force againſt evil . 


Property eb 5 in every one doing what he 
pleaſes with his own, excepting thoſe who are un- 
der age, or deprived of their reaſon. 


Reſiſtance te oppreſſion is the Right of taking 


up arms againſt open violence, and illegal or tyr- 
ranical compulſion. 


The Nation is the only Sovereign ; all power is 
delegated by her, and TR”. to be employed for 
her ſervice, ' 


Every one entruſted with the public power, is 
anſwerable to the Nation; but muſt only be tried 
by the tribunal eſtabliſhed for that purpoſe by the 
Nation. 


The 
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DUT IE 8 or MEN AND CITIZENS. 
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ALI. Men are bound by reciprocal Duties. 
Theſe inviolable Duties are. Subordination, 
Benevolence, Juſtice, and Obedience to the Laws. 


Subordination is the reſpect and tractable diſpo- 
ſition due from children to their parents, from 
ſcholars to their maſters, and from inferiors to 
their ſuperior s. 


a 


Benevolence conſiſts in the regard, the care and 
aſſiſtance which we owe to each other in all the 
troubleſome ſituations of life. 


Juſtice requires us to keep our promiſes, to re- 3 
ſpect property, to be grateful for favours received, 
and ready to do favours when needful. | 


Obedience to the Laws comprehends the obſerr- 
ance of Regulations, fidelity to the Magiſtrates, 
and the union of the Citizens to ſuppreſs tumults, 


Inſurrections are never allowable, but in caſes 


of the utmoſt amn, and after legal remog 
| ſtrances. | 1 


Every diſturber of the publie tranquillity de- 
ſerves not only to be ſeized and puniſhed, but alſo 

to be executed by the public. 
, 7S 


The 


; © 46 J. | | | 
The Nation only, or her Dealer, freely 
OTH ann pals. Fae, — taxes. 81 


The Law i the only 3 of he public 
will, and the ſupreme rule for all the particular 
powers. No one can either ele& or. be eleQed, 
judge or be Judged, no one ought to. obey ar 
ar 15-524 but i in n virtue of the Tas 
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wann THESE RIGHTS, THE PE OPLE 
| 4 n SLAVES. . | 
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It were © be wiſhed, that the view of the 
Rios o Man and Cirizzxs, were ſtuck up 
ee e en, in all FRO and 
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The Nation 1 or her Repreſentatives, freety 
elected, can interfere with the eſtabliſhed order, 
and the government. 


The Law, paſſed by the Legiſlative Body, = | 


ſanctioned by the Monarch, is a kind of civil re- 


ligion, which ought to unite all hearts and all arms; 
the very name of the Law ought to act, inſtead = 


of muſkets and bayonets. 


Wrrnovs THESE DUTIES; THE PEOPLE 


" ARE Nee 


. 


The view of our Rights would continually re- 
mind us of the Regeneration of our Liberty; the 
view of our Duties nenn us 
with models pag 5 0 
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PRAYER or a TRUE CITIZEN. 


SOVEREIGN of Natire ! Thou Supreme 
Legiſlator, who maintaineſt the world in ſuch 
wonderful order, who governeſt it by immutable 


las, without which this vaſt machine would fall 


in pieces, all the elements be out of order and 


confounded, and the moſt dreadful diſorder ſucceed 
to that harmony which commands our admiration! 


Teach us to reſpe& thy laws, which alone can 


bind and keep in order the various parts of the 


body politic: Teach us to reſpe& the King, as the 
ſovereign magiſtrate who ſuperintends the execu- 
tion of the laws, whoſe perſon, by that auguſt 


quality, becomes ſacred and inviolable : Enable us 


to love our country, which, by the wiſdom of her 
laws, reſtores to man his native dignity, and pro- 
cures to him all the happineſs which he can enjoy 
in this life: Enable us to love that pure and holy 

religion, 


Fo EE [208 3: 
HH religion, of which thou art the Author; which will 
direct all our actions to thee, as to their only end; 
which will lead us, by every thought, word, and 
deed, to promote the advantage and good order 
of the ſociety, as being continually in thy ſight! 
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